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Migrants stuck waiting 410 days
for citizenship

Hundreds of thousands of migrants from China, India and the United Kingdom
face waiting more than a year to receive their Australian citizenship as the queue
blows out and the economy risks losing a critical part of its skilled workforce.

Despite a 100,000 drop in the number of applications to become an Australian
citizen over the past year, the average number of days from lodgement to approval
sits at 410 days, up from 167 in 2012-13 but down from 493 last year.

The figures, provided by the Department of Home Affairs in response to questions
from Labor MP Julian Hill, show there are close to 30,000 Indians, 27,000 British
citizens and over 17,500 Chinese nationals waiting to become Australian citizens.
In total, there are over 221,415 people waiting to have their citizenship
applications processed.

Last year, migrants told The Sydney Morning Herald and The Age they had been
left despairing at the situation, putting their plans to study, vote, use medicare,
sponsor family members and apply for government jobs on hold.
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Labor's Home Affairs spokeswoman Kristina Keneally, with party leader Anthony Albanese.
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Labor's home affairs spokeswoman Kristina Keneally said the delays were "cruel
and callous."

"[Prime Minister] Scott Morrison says 'if you have a go, you get a go' but these
citizenship processing blowouts are proof he doesn't care about people waiting for
their citizenship applications to be processed," she said.

The Home Affairs backlog comes despite the number of applications from the
humanitarian migration stream, which are more complex to process, decreasing
by 9 per cent over the past four years.

"The increase has been in less-complex applications from the skilled migration
stream, which increased by 41 per cent over the four years," a report by the
Auditor-General found in February.

Increasing the number of skilled migrants is a key part of the Morrison
government's population policy. The government is attempting to fill skills gaps
in the Australian economy to stimulate economic growth from its lowest rate
since the global financial crisis.

Population Minister Alan Tudge has also established a Population Centre of
Excellence within Treasury to move away from a focus on revenue being driven by
the quantity of migrants towards social and economic outcomes for attracting
skilled workers, particularly to regional areas.

Immigration Minister David Coleman said last year the Morrison government
was investing in the processing of citizenship applications and boosting resources
within Home Affairs to meet growing demand.
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